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“Amen, I say to you, one of you will betray me.’
illuminating the essence of Precious (Matthew 26:2 1)

Blood spirituality, glistening through the
prism of scripture

On the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, broke it, and gave it to his disciples. He
took the cup, blessed it, and shared it with them, telling them that whenever they
gathered, whenever they broke bread and shared the cup, he would be present.

On the very night he was betrayed, when he needed them most, when they would deny
even knowing him—he called them to discipleship. He trusted them to carry forward his
message of love without exception.

Jesus saw beyond the betrayal. He saw people whose worth was not defined by what they
said or did, not by where they came from, but by the truth that all are created with
dignity, in the image of God.

We read in scripture that the followers of Jesus did not come from the sanctuary of the
temple, but from the margins of society. Who better to understand the need for healing
and reconciliation than those who seek it themselves?

Reconciliation is not something we learn only from scholars. It comes from lived
experience.



So we go to the margins, to the fringes, to those excluded, not because we are good
ministers, but because we have something to learn. We learn from those who continue to
love, even when they have been betrayed.

In these next days and weeks many of us will spend a good amount of time in church.
Let us allow what we celebrate to become who we are — one people of God - without
exception.

Fr. Dave Kelly, C.PP.S., is a member of the Missionaries of the Precious Blood and is one of the founders of the Precious
Blood Ministry of Reconciliation. To learn more about the Missionaries of the Precious Blood, click here. To learn more
about the Precious Blood Ministry of Reconciliation, click here.

This weekly reflection is made available to everyone in our Precious Blood family.
Feel free to share it with others. If you would like to write one of these reflections occasionally,
or to learn more about Precious Blood Spirituality, visit our website: pbspiritualityinstitute.org.
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